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       A word from the President

Can you believe it's almost Christmas again? It never ceases to amaze me how
�	

����	

$���""%����& quickly the years fly by, it seems like just yesterday when I was celebrating the

miraculous victory of Hawthorn in this year's Grand Final. (apologies to Geelong
����������	 supporters). It is now time to reflect on what we have achieved over the year, and
���'%(����#�� perhaps  more importantly to  appreciate what we have. Five brand new Euroclay  
������)$
�*+,$ courts and state-of-the-art clubrooms, that are the envy of all competing clubs.

����
���������	 Once again, this summer Victoria faces the very real possibility of even tougher 
���-�����#�� water restrictions, while Burwood members will have access to all 5 courts.


��������	
�.��/��#""�� This year has very much been a year to consolidate,  our new courts are down,
�����$��0�10	+ now it's time to turn our focus to fundraising and clearing the substantial loan as
����������	 quickly as we possibly can. We have made a very positive start, from initially  
���#(���//%( selling off the net posts, and selling the Entertainment Voucher Books. One of  

����
�������	 the biggest fundraisers has been the sales for new book on the History of the

���#( �2��3�%4 Burwood Tennis Club - Celebrating 100 years of tenn is 1907 - 2007. At just


������
��������	 19.95 it has been very popular.  However,  we do still have some copies left, so 
��#�#'%���#��( remember for just under $20 you can support your club, and hopefully also enjoy

���������
�������	 learning about the origins of our Club, and Burwood itself. (see the advertisement
���(��%"5 �( later in this edition of Sidelines). 

����������

��������	
��#(�.�#! �( Clearly we need to continue  our focus on fundraising,  with this in mind we will

���
����������	 soon be advising upcoming functions which will first and foremost be a lot of fun,
��3#�(��#����/ and secondly raise money to ensure we clear our debt as soon as possible. We

�������
��������	 are open to suggestions,  but 2 functions planned for early in the New Year are
���(� ���#��( a Wine Tasting night, and a Trivia Night. Remember all suggestions are welcome.

 !�"
�����
��������	
�.#%'���%66� The introduction of  new blood to this years committee  has revitalised the Club.

�����
�����������	 The passion and drive of Frans Verheij, our Club Captain has seen an increase
��#��!���%#(��� in the  participation  rate for  our recent Club Championships,  but we would still

#������
���������	 love to see  more entries,  particularly from our ladies.  Ian Grayson and Shaun
���(�����(�%�7 Marburg have formed a great partnership and our Membership processes for new

and existing members are getting better and better. Night tennis continues to be 
popular  amongst our members,  and a big thanks goes out to Gail Stiffe,  Paul
Hambelton and Ashley Myers who do a great job coordinating our nights.



      We need more new blood 

      As great as these new members have been we need this new blood, new enthusiasm and new idea to keep 
      the Club alive. There are two people in particular who have been great servants of the club for many years, 
      Natalie Bacon and Ron Simpson. Both are more than ready to hand the baton on to someone else, but we
      are struggling to find replacements. 

      We need a new Junior Convener  - With Natalie still heavily involved in the coaching of the Juniors she 

      will be around for advice, assistance etc. But we do need a member, or parent to put their hand up to assist
      in some way, on weekends in particular. Even if you are only thinking about it, have a chat to Nat, it may be
      that you can be a great help, with very little effort.

      We need a Maintenance Man   - Father time has caught up with Ron, and we need a new Ron. In fact I'd

      be happy if we got someone half as conscientious and passionate as Ron. We are not talking major works,
      more the day to day jobs, hammering a paling back onto the fence, pulling out weeds along the fence line or 
      in front of the spectator stand. Very simple jobs that need to be done from time to time. You don’t need to be
      on the committee, you just need to be reliable. Harry Oriander is a good example, Harry is doing a great job
      helping with maintaining our courts, he removes the leaves etc, and occasionally tops up the courts. 

      We need someone to do Sidelines  - It doesn’t need to be a large and lavish production, just a simple 

      update or newsletter for the members. I have chosen to do a larger than necessary edition this time as it has
      been so long since we have had one out. Our previous editions have been done by Greg Lammers, and he 
      took Sidelines to an unprecedented level, but as such it became too big a job for him to handle, in addition
      to his main role as Club Secretary. Surely someone is out there, a budding journalist, or just someone who
      thinks writing a newsletter might be fun. So please if you can help out please do, your club will be better for it.

      Some of you may recall at the AGM, I mentioned we were just finalising the details for our Lease with the 
      City of Boroondara. Well, as often seems to happen when dealing with such matters, eight months on we 
      are still working to finalise the Lease. We have effectively been offerred a 10 year Lease, which is fine, but
      we are attempting to secure a 15 year lease, as was originally muted by council. Rest assured we will settle
      the issue as soon as possible. 
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      This year we have made a conscious effort to encourage more social tennis. We have cut down the number
      of competition teams on  Sunday afternoon.  By doing so we have ensured  3 courts will be  available every 

      Sunday for social play.  A small, but determined,  group led by  Fran Coggins and  Linda Slapar have been 
      coming up regularly around 2.30pm. I am very pleased to say this group now boasts three past champions
      amongst it's number, being Alan Edwards, Greg Lapham and Mark Butson. It is great to see the competitive
      spirit hasn't been dimmed over the years as each player fights to prove, perhaps to themselves, as much as 
      anyone, that they haven't lost it. Most importantly, everyone is having fun and it's bringing members back to
      the club. Lets hope with the summer approaching we see more members coming along for 'Sunday Social'.
      It is important to note the freeing up of 3 courts is on a trial basis, and whilst current numbers are certainly
      encouraging, should we find interest drops off and the courts just sit there vacant, we will be forced to look 
      at offering these courts to competition teams in the future. It is a fine balance between competition and social
      and we are working to get the balance right. Lets hope everyone gets out there and supports Sunday Social.

      In closing, Frans will cover the Club Championships in more detail, but suffice to say a set of circumstances
      arose and I found myself playing singles for the first time in 15 years. It would be fair to say whilst I was 
      surprised and pleased with my early success, I discovered two very salient points. Number one you have to
      be fit to play singles, and two…I am NOT fit. You also have to be consistent, and that was where Stephen 
      really won the match. Congratulations, and back into retirement for me. 

      Have a great Christmas and a very safe New Year.
          Colin Edwards



����������������'����#5�#%(8 ���5���

    After a bit of a disappointing and surprising AFL Grand Final the real excitement
    started on  Tuesday  October 2nd  when the  first matches of  the  Senior Club
    Championships started under perfect weather conditions. As usual the Tuesday
    night was  the décor of the  graded men's  doubles event.  After lots of fireworks 
    from both our Juniors as well as our number one seeded duo, Ashley Myers and
    Andrew James. (Ashley thanks for your support in getting a large list of entries on court, and behind the BBQ)
    We finished our Semi Finals close to midnight. Everyone's flexibility was greatly appreciated.

    Thursday was filled  with a  mixture of matches  from almost every draw,  we saw great  Ladies Open singles
    matches and some very competitive Open Men's singles rubbers.  Since the Senior Club Championships is a 
    balance of fun,  prestige and  fierce competition,  all draws  were played as  round robins which allowed every
    entry to play at least 2 matches.  So even a rusty start in the first match,  teams were able to make the finals
    after having had a win in their second attempt.

    Friday night,  another great evening of tennis with some heated men's  and mixed doubles matches.  Good to
    see some great doubles pair's, with mixtures of young and 'not so young', strong with less experienced, good
    friends and  complete strangers  all playing together.  The majority of round robins  were finished on the night, 
    and we moved towards the quarter and semi finals.

    Saturday was a busy day with over 20 matches played, we saw some drama and great surprises, the biggest
    surprise possibly being our President made it to the Graded Singles final after his surprise entry after a long
    absence in the singles draw.  (Colin and Monte thanks for your support on the day,  and I should not forget to
    thank Natalie for her support preparing the tournament). Saturday night ended early, with quite a storm.

    Sunday October 5th, 10am, 21 degrees, blue skies and very little wind, perfect conditions for 'Finalist Sunday'.
    Not everybody had  survived the  busy week  of tennis equally well,  and some blisters and  sore legs needed
    treatment. From one 'o'clock onwards the singles finals were played, and Colin was first up against our young
    talent Stephen (Quick),  for about 4 games the match was even  but from then on the 30+ year age difference
    started to play a role,  and Stephen's consistency  made him a well  deserved winner.  Our Open Ladies Final 
    promised to be another great battle and we saw some great drop shots and long baseline rallies, with Monika
    (Ceranic) outlasting Linda (Slapar), and in process grabbed her 3rd Open Ladies Singles title. The Open Men's
    Singles was  won by myself.  I would like to  challenge  all up and coming talent,  (of which we have  plenty at 
    Burwood Tennis Club),  to make sure my name does not pop up twice on the winner's board in the clubhouse.

    A week later,  we all gathered together for the  Open Club Championship Presentation Night,  where wine and
    food were plenty.  After a relaxed  BBQ dinner  was enjoyed by all,  the proud winners of the  Burwood Tennis   
    2008 Senior Club Championship  were presented and collected their well deserved tropies.  Congratulations to
    all our finalists. A full list of all winners and runners up has been included later in this Sidelines update.

    For those of you who have missed a great opportunity to play some fun but competitive tennis matches, while 
    mingling with  fellow club members,  next year is  another chance to play  Senior Club Championships  at the
    Burwood Tennis Club,  and the event promisses to  become bigger every year!  We will keep you posted,  and 
    we will ensure you get the entry forms well in advance. 

    If you cannot wait that long for a hit of tennis,  just join us during our Social Tennis every Sunday afternoon on
    courts 1,2 and 3.

    Kind Regards,

Frans Verheij   
~ A very proud Open Men's Club Champion



            Junior's Report

  This year's Junior Club Championship was certainly hotly contested with some 
  excellent tennis played along the way. I want to congratulate not just the respective 
  winners of each event, but everyone who went out their and did their best. It is very
  exciting to see the standard of the players coming through, especially with several 
  of our Juniors doing well in the Senior competition, not to mention the recent Senior
  Club Championships. Perhaps next year one of our Juniors will knock off Frans.
 
  We currently have  eight Junior Teams  competing in the Waverley Tennis  (WDTA) 
  competition over both  Saturday and Sunday mornings.  And as I mentioned,  we have several of our Juniors 
  participating in both Saturday and Sunday afternoon competition. Feel free to check out the ladders at 
  http://www.waverleytennis.asn.au/WDTAClubTeamList.asp?Club=Burwood 

  The Juniors at Burwood Tennis Club has been running smoothly in the past year. However, please note  we 
  are still looking for MORE volunteers to form a sub committee to assist me in the day-to-day running of the
  Juniors. You don’t have to do a lot, or devote a large amount of time, but any assistance would be greatly  
  appreciated. I can and will assist in any way I can, but we need a team of people to be a part of the following: 

         ~    Junior selection of Teams and Awards for the Club Championships
         ~    Assisting the the general running and supervision of Club Championships
         ~    Get books ready for upcoming seasons and inform players of their grades, team captains etc.

  Or if you have any ideas for the Juniors, or what other events you could assist with.

  Please let me know if you can help, you can contact me on

Email: natalie@toptenn.com Mobile: 0412 619 695

  Hope to hear from you, and have a great Christmas,
         Natalie Bacon

     Midweek Ladies

  Midweek Ladies has been very popular over the years, but
  right at the moment our numbers are certainly down. 

  We currently have two teams playing competition tennis on
  Tuesday mornings in the MEMRLTA Association. This is a
  far cry from the halcyon days of 10-12 teams regularly.

  The teams are experiencing moderate success, but perhaps
  most importantly they are out there enjoying themselves. 

 I came across this photo when researching

  There are always vacancies for any lady looking to play  our the Burwood Tennis Club History Book
  tennis, either as a regular team member, or simply as an  and have been searching for the right time
  emergency when needed. Entries for next season's teams  to use it. I'm sure all our Midweek Ladies 
  close 25 February 2009. Any member interested please  look just as fashionable as Darlene Hard 

  contact me on 9885 7166.  did in 1953.
      Denese Bacon                    Colin



       2008 Club Championship results

  * Juniors *

Open Winners -

    Girls Singles

    Winner:  Evita Pawaka  Runners Up: Amy Durmanic

    Boys Singles

    Winner: William Owen  Runners Up: Jack Saunders

    Girls Doubles

    Winner: Evita Pawaka & Amy Furmanic  Runners Up: Briana Cable & Danielle Cable

    Boys Doubles

    Winner: Jack saunders & Michael Kerr  Runners Up: Jackson Sharpe & Stephen Quick

   Mixed Doubles

   Winner: Evita Pawaka & Jack Saunders  Runners Up: Amy Durmanic & Stephen Quick 

B Grade Winners

    Girls Singles

    Winner:  Briana Cable  Runners Up: Danielle Cable

    Boys Singles

    Winner: Clinton Daly  Runners Up: Jackson Sharpe

C Grade Winners

    Girls Singles

    Winner:  Anna Larsen  Runners Up: Amy McKay

    Boys Singles

    Winner: Nathan Contin  Runners Up: Lachlan Walden

D Grade Winners

    Boys Singles

    Winner: Tom Veitch  Runners Up: Harry Sharpe

Most Improved Player

    Nathan Contin

Best and Fairest Winner

   Lachlan Walden



       2008 Club Championship results

  * Seniors *

Open Winners -

    Ladies Singles

    Winner:  Monika Ceranic  Runners Up: Linda Slapar

    Mens Singles

    Winner: Frans Verheij  Runners Up: Tristan Harper

    Mixed Doubles

    Winner: Lisette Verheij & Frans Verheij  Runners Up: Linda Slapar & Colin Edwards

   Mens Doubles

   Winner: Tristan Harper & David Barnett  Runners Up: Frans Verheij & George Chadwick 

Graded Events

    Mens Singles

    Winner: Stephen Quick  Runners Up: Colin Edwards

    Mens Doubles

    Winner: Ashley Myers & Andrew James  Runners Up: Tim Benedek & Geoff Lambourne

         2008  Table Tennis Championship results

  * Juniors *

Open Winner -

    Winner:  Matthew Salvo  Runners Up: Jonathan Stakos

  * Seniors *

Open Winner -

    Winner: Frans Verheij  Runners Up: Matthew Salvo

         2007-08  James Shrimpton Award Winner

Dual Winners -

     Paul Hambleton   &  Greg Lammers
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  This year saw the partnership between Burwood Tennis Club and Toptenn
  consolidated even further with Peter agreeing to a long term contract renewal
  as we move to into the future together. It has been a big year for Peter and
  his coaching team. Which is more than can be said for his football team,
  Carlton. Although, they did pick up Chris Judd and Fev kicked 99, so it
  does give them hope for next season. 
  
  Stirring aside, as I mentioned it has been a very big year for Toptenn

   ~ Peter established Tristan Harper as the third Head Coach at Burwood
      Tristan is now a qualified Tennis Australia Professional
 
   ~ As part of Tristan's new role, he has written a comprehensive coaching
      program for 2009, based on the Tennis Australia Player Development 
      Matrix. It has been trialled this year, and will be rolled out next year.

   ~ The 'Mums and Mozzies' program has just been completed, which ran
      Oct. - Nov. and regularly brings new ladies and mozzies to the club.

   ~ The popularity of the 'Aussie Mozzies' program continues to grow 

   ~ Wednesday's Adults has proven a huge success, now up to 30 people

   ~ Stephen Kangwa is our coach on Wednesday nights. Not many of you
      would know that Stephen played for, and later captained, the Zambia
      Davis Cup Team. He maintained an ATP ranking for 7 years, and has 
      been coaching in the U.S. for the last 15 years.

   ~ But the best thing about Stephen, while travelling the circuit he met and married, Kara Sayle, a previous 
      Burwood Tennis Club member. Thank you Kara for bringing Stephen to Toptenn and Burwood.

   ~ We trialled offering coffee on Saturday and Sunday morning, as well as Wednesday after school, and this
      was quite successful. It is now planned to expand this in the future, as detailed below, 
   ~ Toptenn won the Inter Academy Challenge, defeating Vic Tennis Academy (incl. Malvern Tennis Centre,
      Orrong Park Tennis Centre and Melbourne Grammar). Also the Future's Academy (East Malvern, Corrowa
      Girls, PLC and Lauriston Girls). Toptenn team was mainly BTC students.  
      - Toptenn holds all Academy Trophies from 8 - 16 years - featuring the best 32 kids regardless of sex.

   ~ Toptenn have liaised with Council and can now offer Child Minding Services for up to 5 kids at a time.

 Toptenn is actually sponsored by Head, so many of their programs reflect this

        - Hotshot Radicals  -  Kids 7 - 9 (beginners)
        - Hotshot Extremes  -  Kids 10 - 12 (intermediate level)
        - Hotshot Prestige  -  Kids 12+

    The best kids graduate into
        - Team Radical / Team Extreme / Team Prestige

 Moving forward Toptenn have the following events pl anned

   ~ December 22 - 23, will see the Toptenn Age Championships for Toptenn students
����~ January 15 - 18, sees the reinstating of the Aussie Open Adults Clinic 

       - Includes 2 nights coaching / 1 night tournament / 1 night at the Australian Open
       - This is open to anyone - Club members, existing students and their friends
   ~ January 15 - 18, also sees the ever popular Aussie Open Junior Clinic
       - Including escorting the kids into the Aust. Open and autographs with the players



        2009 - Toptenn will be at the Club Full time

  One of the most exciting aspects of the Burwood Tennis Club / Toptenn partnership are the plans to move
  the day-to-day running of the Burwood operations to the Burwood Tennis Club.   
 
   ~ Our Club will be unique
   ~ The Pro Shop will be staffed full time 
   ~ Tristan and/or Natalie will be stationed at the Club for all enquiries
   ~ Members can pay their Membership Fees at the Pro Shop
   ~ Prospective New members have someone to talk to when they walk in.
   ~ Enquiries re: potential Clubroom Hire will be able to be handled immediately
   ~ Similarly, Toptenn will be well placed to take enquiries re Court Hire
   ~ The Pro Shop will be set up with a re-stringing machine
   ~ The Coffee Machine will be on, and available any time during the day
   ~ Our Clubrooms will be more secure with the regular presence of Toptenn
   ~ We can offer everyone, both member and prospective member a vastly improved service

  The exact start date is still to be confirmed, but rest assured the plans are in place, it's simply a matter of 
  time. I'm sure you will agree with me that this will truly make our Club unique in the level of service we can
  offer our members. 

     Do you want to play Competition in Winter?

     YES?

  Then you need to complete the enclosed Entry Form

   Junior and Senior entries close 
      8th February 2009

   CONDITIONS  OF  ENTRY

1. Players MUST be a financial member of the Burwood Tennis Club
2. Players MUST be available to play entire competion period, within reason: 
     ~ Waverley Tennis (WDTA)  -  2/5/09  to  23/8/09
     ~ VTA Pennant  Tennis  -  26/4/09  to  6/9/09
3. If you wish to play ONLY on a casual basis, please enter as an emergency
4. Players must be prepared to take on a captaincy role, if nominated. 
5. Team selections and gradings are made by the BTC Selection committee
    and their decision is final.
6. Every effort will be made to provide the preferred team option, but their
    are no guarantees.
7. Fines generated by teams will be paid by the permanent team members.
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            The Good  -  Maria Sharapova, Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal
�

                     The Bad  -  Serena and Leopard Girl        The Ugly  -  John McEnroe
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            Break dancing         Anger management        Hypnotist          Dance Instructors



� Club Uniforms
       Polos

  A little over a year ago the Club launched it's new Centenary

  Club Uniforms. The initial interest was very encouraging with               Traditional & Ladies Cut 
  the shirts in particular being a strong seller. I thought it was 
  worth taking this opportunity to again promote these uniforms
  to everyone, as the year comes to a close. Wouldn't it be nice
  to start next year in a brand new Burwood Tennis Club shirt,
  or even better, a tracksuit and a Burwood shirt.

  As many of you are aware the committee took the decision
  that all Juniors playing competition for Burwood be issued with 
  a free shirt, and I have to say as President, it is a great feeling
  to see all our kids running around in uniform. Especially when
  you compare our kids appearance to that of some of the 
  competing clubs. If any of our Juniors have not received their

  shirt please contact Natalie immediately.         Black & Teal White with Navy

Here is a breakdown of the pricing structure, all you need 
to decide is what colour you want.

Cost
  Polo Shirt Male $29.00
   Kids:  4 - 16 
   Adults:  S,M,L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL
  Polo Shirt Female $29.00
   Sizes:  8 - 24
  Tracksuit  Jacket $35.00
   Kids:  4 - 14 
   Adults:  XS, S,M,L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL
  Tracksuit  Pants $25.00

   Kids:  4 - 14        Black & WhiteWhite & Sky Blue
   Adults:  XS, S,M,L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL

  Tracksuits
  Please Note:

  Now that orders are not coming in as quickly as when they
  were launched, to ensure we get the same cheap price, we will
  need to hold off on placing your order, until the manufacturer's
  minimum order has been reached. I think this number is 10, 
  but Natalie will be able to confirm this. I'm sure you wont mind
  waiting a short period of time if it ensures you don't have to pay 
  a substantially higher price. 

  Also, just looking at the two startled rabbits on the right, it is
  safe to say neither Greg nor I will be moving to a modelling 
  career any time soon. But at least the Burwood tracksuits
  look great…if nothing else.

  * To order please contact Natalie, or pick up an order form in

  the Clubhouse. Lets show we're proud to represent Burwood.               Black         Navy
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           ~ 265 Page Hard Cover Book
           ~ Over 300 Photographs
           ~ The Origins of the Club in 1907
           ~ The Challenging years including the
               Great Depression & 2 World Wars
           ~ Characters of the Club
           ~ Humorous anecdotes and memories
           ~ Club Champions & Life Members
           ~ The Major events that shaped the club
               New Clubhouse / courts / surviving 
               Droughts / Incorporation / First coach
           ~ Development of Juniors / Pennant
           ~ Inception of Midweek Ladies 
           ~ The Culture of the club, and much more
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    Our Ladies A Grade team was the toast of the     By 1914 the publicity and hype had everyone 
     Club, bringing home yet another premiership.   talking about the imminent arrival of the electric 

   tram service. The completion date had been set 
             for 1916, and Burwood was ready.

 

   1936 - A Grade Ladies Premiership Team
   Lilian Birch, Gwen Hughes, Nell Hurrey & Glad Mc Kellar

           Burwood Tram Terminus - 1917
~ Just look at those glorious wooden racquets and      Cnr. Warrigal Rd and Norwood (Toorak) Rd
  matching outfits. They look absolutely fabulous.            ~ Photograph taken looking east ~
   Those with a keen eye will note the bench the 
     ladies are sitting on is still in use today, a n    Once the Burwood terminus was complete the
                   amazing 70 years later!    propa ganda and promotion went into overdrive.
         Burwood wasdescribed in 1916 as the 
          We built things to last in those days.               "…unlocked Jewel of the East"
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